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frontal sinus are chieelled away, leaving a wide entrance
to the sphenoidal sinus. In Horder 'prevent meningitic
complications, the operation may be do'ne' in -two sittings;
after the sphenoidal bone has been laid open, a flap from
the forehead is turned into the sinus, so as to cover the
meninges. The second stage of the operation consists in
freeing the bypophysis, removing it or the tumour which
has taken its place, and pressing the end of the skin flap
into the selli turcica. The relations of the sphenoidal
cavity to the hypophysis are very variable; very often the
cavity consists of several small sinuses, divided from each
other by horizontal or vertical sagittal septa. The
manipulation in this part must' be specially gentle,
because careless movement may cause pressure on the'
base of the brain. The enlarged hypophysis is more
easily got at and removed than a normal one. Hitherto
very few successful operations of this kind have been
recorded, so that 'the functional disturbances caueed by
removal of the bypophyais-a radical removal is hardly
possible-are not yet well known. Now that a compara-
tively easy and not dangerous procedure has been devised,
indication for operation will be more readily admitted.

CORRESPONDENCE.
TEACHING OF HYGIENE AND TEMPERAINCE IN

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
S1IR,-The object of this letter is to protest against the in-

clusion of the subject of temperance (so-c&lled) by any depu-
tation under theauspicesof the British Medical Association.
We are all agreed that hygiene is an admirable subject

to be taught in public elementary schools, but we are not
by any means agreed that a certain sect should be allowed
to inculcate their doctrine under the Association's WiDg,
and at the expense of the ratepayer.

1 am convinced that a vast majority of the British
Medical Association are in agreement with the manifesto
recently issued by eminent medical men, pleading for
moderation, and I protest that the great subject of hygiene
(which, of course, includes temperance-that is, true tem-
perance) is being rendered subservient to the aims of the
total abstinence societies, and opposition is being created
which would not otherwise occur.

If the British Medical Association is going to take up
total abstinence as one of its objects, it will certainly
alienate the sympathies of the majority of its members.
No one wants to see hygiene included in the curriculum
of the schools, and no one wants to see true temperance in
all things as one of the national assets more than I do.
But I am sure of this, that the Minister of Education

will receive a deputation which has hygiene, unbampered,
as its motive in a much more favourable manner than
when it has the controveraial objects- of a faction tacked
on to it, as in the clumsy title at the head of this letter.-
I am, etc.,
Crouch End, N., June 14th. J. R. FULLER.
*** We have referred this letter to Sir Victor Horsley,

who writes:
I think Dr. Fuller is under some misapprehension

respecting the position of the Association in regard
to its action in promoting the teaching of hygiene
and temperance in the public elementary schools.
The recent deputation to Mr. McKenna was simply a
continuance of the course begun In 1904, and was only
arranged because nothing was being done in the matter
in spite of the deputations of 1904 and 1906. The action
of the Association in 1904 was on the recommendation of
the Public Health Committee defined by the Council in
the following resolution (Minute 524, 1904):

It is of urgent importance that elementary scientifia instruc-
tion in health subjects, including temperance, should be
provided in all the primary schools by the educational
authorities in order that the conditions which lead to
deterioration of the national physique may be underatood,
and as far as possible prevented.

The position of the Association as regards the teaching
of children thus appears to be clearly expressed. Even in
a certain non-medical manifesto, signed by some medical
men and recently addressed to the public, the special use
of the word "adult" plainly suggests that, as regards
the habitual use of alcohol by children, for " moderation"
it would be better-to read "total abstinence." On this
point prob3bly there is no controversy among those

who are interested in-the future of the-nation, and it must
not be forgotten that in this matter the action of the
Association has reference only to the 'bi1dren in
elementary schools.

BILL FOR THE EARLY NOrIFICATION OF BIRTHS.
SiRt,-An endeavour is being made to run a Bill through

the House of Commons which will throw a further obliga-
tion on medical practitioners of a most.,unjustifiable
character.

It has been referred to in the BRITISH MEDICAOLJOURNAL
on pages 1077, 1327, and 1387, but little notice seems to
have been taken by the profession generally, although one
of its provisions is to compel medical practitioners to
notify to the M.O.H. of the district, within thirty-six
hours, every birth they are in attendance on, under a
penalty of 20s. It is true, the duty of notifying is thrown
on others, as well as the medical man, but, piactically, he
would be the only person worth taking action against in
many cases.
There is to be no payment for the notification, and the

Bill ought to meet with uncompromising opposition on
the part of the Assciation. From a public point of view,
in my. opinion, it is utterly worthless, and another
example of meddlesome legislation; but if an unpleasant
duty of this kind is to be forced upon medical practi-
tioners, at least the public ought to pay the expenses.
The same obligation is to be laid upon midwives, and it

is as unjust to them as to us, and any association that
looks after their interests should also take prompt steps to
oppose the Bill.
According to its latest shape, the Bill only proposes to

be an optional enactment-that is, it must be adopted by
some local authority before it will have binding effect.
This makes it only the more unjuast. If every medical
practitioner had this burden put upon him, the injustice,
at least, wauld be general; bat to give a small local-
authority the power of compelling one section of its
constituents to work for nothing is worse.
As stillbirths as well as live births are included, and there

is no definition of the former, it is a moot point whether
miscarriages will not have to be notified under a penalty.
All the good the Bill can do is already at the public
service within six weeks of the birtb, and all ought to
resent this tyrannical interference with their domestic
privacy, and shrink from forcing their doctors in the
name of law to violate pr4fessional confidences they are
the first to complain of when broken under other circum-
stances. In those sad cases which occur from time to
time in family practice, what parent would like his
daughter's shame published to the local authority, and to
have emissaries from the Town Hall calling at his house
to advise as to the treatment of the baby ? In such caees
the onus of publishing his patient's disgrace must
necessarily be thrown on the unfortunate doctor.-I am,
etc., MAJOR GREENWOOD, M.D., D.P.H.,
London, N.E., June 24th. Barrister-at-Law.

THE PROPER WAY TO ADMINISTER CHLOROFORM.
SIR,-I observe that in your review of Dr. Hewitt's

third edition you quote some of his remarks on the
Vernon Harcourt apparatus, without any comment upon
the obvious fallacies in the cases he mentione.
Let us review the case in which death occurred from

"mucus inundation."
An anaesthetist (name not given) bFgins with ethyl

chloride; he then goes on with ether by means of Bellamy
Gardner's apparatus, and "about" a quarter of an hour
later, as the patient had " bubb!inq of mucus," this unnamed
anaesthetist decided to continue with chloroform by the
Vernon Harcourt. It is admitted that this last method,
which one regrets was--not adopted in the first place,
diminished the secretion of mucus, gave a quiet narcosis,
and left the patient in a satisfactory condition. However,
half an hour later the dire effects of etbyl choride and
ether manifested themselves, and the patient eventually
died in twelve hours.
Can any one's judgpment allow them to apportion one

tittle of blame to the Vernon Harcourt apparatus. in this
ease? During three years' constant use of this apparatus at
University College Hospital, where as a Resident Officer I
had ample opportunity of observing its use, no such case
occurred, but the apparatus proved itself to be ideal in all
respects, as also at the Sussex County Hospital, where I
exclusively employ it for chloroform cases.


